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Christmas and the Sacramental View of Life 


T HE Christmas season is a good time to consider 
the Christian hope in this world. That hope de- 
pends upon the capacity of humanity to respond to 
God. The festival of the Incarnation depends upon 
the belief that the Word became flesh—that the 
Divine entered into human life. But if the Word 
became flesh then flesh is capable of responding to 
the Word. It is capable of becoming the vehicle of 
the Word. It is capable of surrendering to the 
mastery of the Word. Indeed it finds its own true 
meaning when the Word enters into it. Even the 
body is made for God. And it is restless until it 
finds rest in him. 

In the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper the material 
elements of bread and wine are used as vehicles of 
divine grace. Here in this central act of Christian 
worship the material is claimed as the servant and 
the instrument of the spiritual. And so we come to 
the deepest meaning of the sacramental view of life. 
Going back to the basis of all this in the Incarnation 
we begin to see at once what tremendous things flow 
from it. If the flesh can receive the Word then it 
is the very fulfilment of the true meaning of the 
flesh to become the vehicle of the Word in all the 
aspects of life. The material is to find its meaning 
in expressing the spiritual. 

The angels’ song brought a message of peace to 
men of good will. Only to men of moral and spiritual 
responsiveness do the glad tidings of Christmas 
come. The man of bad will must become a man of 
good will in order to enter the Christmas spirit. In- 
deed, bad will corrupts the flesh. Good will turns 
the flesh to sacramental purposes. Good will sets 
the flesh about expressing spiritual meanings. The 
Christian is one who, of set purpose, goes about 
the task of making the flesh and every material thing 
which he touches express the will of God as it has 
come to him in Christ. And he does this in the 
faith that flesh and the whole material world have 
upon them the signature of God. They express their 
own deepest nature when they wear the livery of 
the spiritual. 

The human body is regarded not as the foe but 
as the friend of the will of God. The whole bodily 
process was made for good and not for evil. That 
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strange man Soren Kierkegaard declared that the 
sexual act was itself sinful. Here he was clearly 
not moving on Christian ground. Christianity comes 
not to destroy but to discipline and to fulfill the 
biological process. It comes not to destroy the human 
race but to make the very process of carrying on 
the human race a Christian experience. The flesh 
can be tragically and bitterly misused but that is in 
defiance of its truest and deepest meaning. The 
voluptuary has a body without a spiritual master. 
The ascetic misses the whole vision of the body shot 
through by the radiance and the glory of the spiritual 
life. 

The buildings we erect are to be judged at last by 
their adequacy as an expression of permanent mean- 
ings which go beyond the physical. The gothic 
cathedral has nobly caught the meaning of the use 
of the material to express the spiritual. But not only 
places of worship but all buildings owe a debt to 
the spiritual life. Great structures for the purposes 
of business and trade can express a haunting sense 
of something more permanent than the ways of 
production and exchange, and so can remind busy 
men that a busy life becomes an empty life and, 
all too easily, an evil life if it does not pay tribute 
to something below and above and beyond the passing 
days. It is the most amazing characteristic of money 
that it can be used for moral and spiritual and in- 
tellectual and social purposes. It can be mastered 
by something which makes it coin of an eternal 
realm. 


The realm of art is a most conspicuous example 
of the use of the material to express something be- 
yond itself. Sculpture can become fairly animate 
in the expression of harmonies which use the body 
itself to express a certain deathlessness of harmony 
and loveliness. Painting can claim line and color 
as the servants of an immortal quality of beauty. 
Words—which in a way are physical things—can 
be the instruments of that which transcends time 
and enters into eternity and infuses time itself with 
deathless meaning. When Edmund Spenser wrote: 


“For of the soule the bodie forme doth take; 
For soule is forme and doth the bodie make,” 











he was beth expressing a truth and practicing the 
good art of using words for the highest purposes. 


In many aspects human activities and institutions 
belong to the fleshly aspect of life. And here too 
the flesh is to be saturated with spiritual meaning. 
An American company once displayed in its offices 
a notice with the words, “Christ is the head of this 
business.” Considering the vicissitudes of the world 
where men buy and sell, a certain moral modesty 
might well have prevented the displaying of this 
sign. But it must be said that every business owes 
a debt to the world which its members enter when 
they go into a house of worship. And perhaps more 
men than we think are remembering this debt. It 
is the business of the Christian religion to haunt 
the conscience of the business man. And it has a 
right to do this because the world in which the 
\Vord became flesh is a world where the Word has 
a right to reign. 

The world of politics is the world in which men 
seek to understand and utilize the sanctions which 
enable them to live together with some sort of order 
and justice. In the light of the Incarnation it cannot 
be allowed to become merely a world of shrewd 
manipulation without too much consideration of 
ethical principles. A commentator in one of the news- 
papers of America within the last year made the 
comment that a statesman needed a touch of wicked- 
ness. Then he added with a touch of friendly cyni- 
cism, “Mr. Eisenhower is a good man.” Without 
considering his estimate of the present president 
one has a right to raise serious objections to his 
fundamental position. It is not necessary to “‘spice 
the good a trifle with a little dust of harm” in order 
to be effective in the contemporary give and take 
of national and world politics. The interests of men 
are best served when their political leaders are loyal 
to a sense of good values which finds its political 
justification in the thing which happened when the 
Word became flesh. 


Of course we cannot all become appeasers be- 
cause we live in the age of the hydrogen bomb. We 
must be faithful to our highest loyalties whatever 
the fear of atomic explosions. But a profound be- 
lief in the Incarnation gives us a basis for belief 
in a possible world wide response to the highest 
appeal for freedom and justice. When men and 
nations sin against these things they are sinning 
against their own deepest lives. When we raise 
these issues there is something in every man every- 
where which throbs in eager or uneasy response. 
The good side of life belongs to biography and his- 
tory. And from within, it speaks to the conscience 
of every man today. When Jesus was in the world 
there were men who said “No” to him. In every 
century since there have been men who said “No” 


to him. But the men who said “Yes” represented 
the true human line. The men who said “No” re- 
pudiated their humanity. 

Every man who accepts the lordship of the Word 
made flesh becomes a center for the actual achieve- 
ment of good in the very world in which we live. 
And every group of such men multiplies the possibili- 
ties of good. Much has been achieved in the doing 
of the will of Christ in this world. Much is being 
achieved today. More can be achieved tomorrow. 
We have a right to believe that it is the genius of 
the material to be mastered by the spiritual. We 
have a right to ask men with the aid of Christ to 
be loyal to their humanity. When the New Jerusalem 
is seen coming down out of heaven in the New 
Testament Apocalypse, it is declared that the glory 
of God is its light. It is declared that by that light 
the nations shall walk. And it is further declar ed 
that the kings of the earth shall bring their glory 
into it. The New Testament begins with the Incar- 
nation. It ends with the rulers of the world bring- 
ing their glory to the city which has come down 
out of heaven. 

Thinking along these lines Christmas becomes 
more than a tender and gracious sentiment settling 
for a moment upon our hard lives. It becomes the 
bearer of a principle which is to inspire all our 
thought and guide all our action. 

Lynn Harotp Hovucu 


EDITORIAL NOTES 


Two developments of recent weeks in international 
politics, or rather in the American attitude toward 
the international scene, are most intriguing. The 
one is very hopeful and the other is ominous. The 
hopeful development is in the increasing firmness 
with which President Eisenhower has offered leader- 
ship to those elements in our nation who believe it 
important to preserve peace, not “at all costs,” but 
simply at the cost of a long competitive struggle 
with Russia for the sympathy of the uncommitted, 
chiefly Asian, part of the world. Eisenhower proved 
the strength of his conviction when he failed to 
follow Admiral Radford, who begged for military 
intervention in Indo-China. More recently his mod- 
erate reaction to the Russian shooting of our plane 
off the coast of Japan clearly revealed his mood. 
He is obviously in agreement with Churchill. He 
knows that the alternative to “co-existence” is an 
atomic war. The American people as a whole, are 
clearly in sympathy with the President's patient 
mood. There is a particularly good fortune in the 
fact that a Republican President and ex-general is 
the leader of the “peace party.” 

The ominous development is the gradual forma- 
tion of a “nationalist” party in the Republican leader- 
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On Thanksgiving morning Dr. Henry Sloane 
Coffin died in his sleep after a brief illness. 
Thus ended one of the most fruitful careers in 
the history of contemporary American Protes- 
tantism. Dr. Coffin, as chairman of the Board 
of Sponsors and one of the founders of Chris- 
tianity and Crisis, presided at the annual meet- 
ing of the Board shortly before his death. 

Dr. Coffin was best known as President of 
Union Theological Seminary for two decades. 
As the head of a great theological school he 
never ceased to reveal the gifts which distin- 
guished him as a Christian leader. 

He was in the first instance a great pastor. 
Among his gifts as a pastor we must include 
not only his skill as an imaginative preacher, 
who could make “the Word of God” relevant 
to the lives of his congregation, but also his 
endowments as a statesman in a Christian com- 
munity, which enabled him to build a congrega- 
tion into an integral community, in which the 
scriptural definition of “the Church as the body 
of Christ” became a reality. The Madison Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church was regarded in the 















ship. 
but also the Republican leader of the Senate, Sen- 
ator Knowland, who recently warned that we were 


It includes Senators Jenner and McCarthy 


being betrayed into an “atomic statemate.” He did 
not however draw the logical consequence from this 
warning. He specifically disavowed the idea of a 
preventive war. Nevertheless we may expect to see 
the issue between these two policies more and more 
sharply drawn in the coming months. A victory for 
the ‘nationalists’ would not only bring us closer to 
war. It would also threaten our moral prestige in 
the alliance of free nations. 

Senator Knowland’s conviction that “co-existence” 
is a “trojan horse” by which the Communists seek 
to beguile us into an “atomic stalemate” is the core 
of nationalist policy and it implies policies which 
our European allies falsely attribute to America in 
general. Fortunately the Republican nationalists are 
only a small group, particularly when compared with 
both the Eisenhower Republicans and the Demo- 
crats. Fortunately the country is not prepared for 
a suicidal “preventive” war even though it may be 


impatient with present frustrations. 
ok kK * *K * 


We are going to call attention to a recently pub- 
lished book. Perhaps we ought to refer to publica- 
tions more frequently. This book, entitled The 
Peoples’ Padre, deserves attention on two counts. It 
deserves attention because of its intrinsic merits. It 
is the autobiography of Emmett McLoughlin, a priest 


Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin 





163 


whole nation as the fruit of his genius as a 
pastor. He built a thoroughly democratic Chris- 
tian community in which both rich and poor 
felt at home and comfortable with each other. 

His liturgical gifts also must be reckoned to 
his endowments as a great pastor. No one in 
contemporary Protestantism excelled him in 
the liturgical use of scripture, particularly in 
communion and in funeral services. 

But all these gifts did not exhaust the genius 
of the man; and their enumeration does not do 
justice to his unique spirit. He was filled with 
a gaiety, grace, and an infectious sense of 
humor ; and his shrewd and healthy common 
sense made him a natural leader of men. He 
would have been so in any walk of life. He 
was for years one of the most influential mem- 
bers of the Yale corporation. The Christian 
community will be grateful that all his gifts 
were dedicated to Christ and that his life was, 
therefore, a channel of grace in the Church 
for half a century. We will miss him but we 
will not fail to thank God for the gift of such 
a life to this generation. 


and ex-priest. As a Franciscan he started his priest- 
hood in a slum parish of Phoenix, Arizona. He be- 
came the head of a large hospital and of the hous- 
ing authority of Arizona by dint of his charitable 
passion and administrative skill. His many activi- 
ties involved him in constant tension with his supe- 
riors and ultimately led to his disavowal of Catholi- 
cism. Involved in the tension with the church was 
his protest against the negative attitude of the church 
toward all problems of man’s sexual life. The auto- 
biography is remarkable for many things but chiefly 
because it gives us the picture of a great human 
being, and of an ex-priest whose spirit has not been 
maimed by his experiences. 

The second reason for commending the volume 
is that the journals of America have paid practically 
no attention to it. The publishers, The Beacon Press, 
state that it has been systematically ignored by all 
newspapers. One wonders whether explicit Catho- 
lic pressure or merely fear of Catholic reprisals 
has made American publishers so craven. In any 
case, the incident illustrates one of the dangers to 
our democratic freedoms. The power of a highly 
disciplined minority, particularly when it is religious, 
is as dangerous to freedom as the power of a fana- 
tical majority. 

x oe * ss * 

On November 22 the first act in a tragic American 
drama was enacted. A “patriotic” criminal killed 
William Remington in the penitentiary at Lewis- 











burg, Pa. This murder was piled upon injustice and 
the final act illumines the tragedy of the whole 
sad story. 

William Remington was an official in the Com- 
merce Department. He was accused by Elizabeth 
Bentley of having given her secret documents. A 
loyalty board cleared him of these charges and he 
was reinstated. Subsequently he was indicted for 
perjury by a grand jury on which sat the publisher 
of Miss Bentley’s book. His conviction was thrown 
out by the appeals court but he was indicted again 
on the charge of having committed perjury in the 
first trial. The alleged perjury consisted of not 
telling the whole truth about his relation to a Com- 
munist group on the Dartmouth campus when he 
was an undergraduate. That relation was, inciden- 
tally, his only connection with communism. If any- 
one remembers the state of mind of idealistic youth 
in the twenties and thirties it is possible to savor 
the full tragedy of the way popular hysteria in our 
day has enlarged upon these youthful indiscretions. 
There was no other evidence of any disloyalty 
throughout his career. The mad criminal who killed 
him seems only a little more mad than the public 
temper which was responsible for the tortuous legal 
process which put him into the penitentiary where 
he was killed. The whole story is too tragic for 
tears. It throws a lurid light on the mood of con- 
temporary America. R.N. 


It’s Christmas Again! 
PAUL E. SCHERER 


UT what is Christmas, and what does it mean 

in a world like ours? Is it just a beautiful 
legend, or the poetic imagery of childhood? It would 
never have lasted so long if it had been. It could 
not stand up now if it were. It is not the fragile 
loveliness of lights and a star, the journey of wise 
men, the coming of shepherds. The gospel could 
live without these, just as it started without them. 
The stories we read and sing do not make Jesus. 
He made them. They have borrowed their splendour 
from him. 

And that brings us straight to it; Christmas is 
what Christ is. Without him it is nothing. It is the 
deathless fact of this grim earth still touched and 
illuminated by the friendly and intimate presence 
of God. Men have made a shambles of the world, 
but that is not new; what is forever new is that 
God is in it! This story of Jesus’ birth with its 
burden of an everlasting love can seem so unreal 
as to be ghost-like; and yet he is the most real fact 
of all with which we have to deal, far more meaning- 
ful and portentous than airplanes and tanks. Life 
keeps bearing down and pressing in until we have 
to struggle even for some poor foothold of beauty, 
some bare fingers’-grip on the glory it was meant 
to be; but there is yet this hand, in every common, 


dusty thing we touch, on every common, dusty road 
we travel, that bears down too and presses in on 
the world we know to take it captive. That is what 
is left when it is over, when the place is littered 
with string and wrapping paper, and the trees lie 
on their side in the gutter or crackle in the fire, and 
the tinsel star and the celluloid angel follow the 
heavenly host back into the dark. All of it is left! 
Because Christ is left, looking at everything that is 
wrong and facing it, standing there in the darkest 
shadows life can throw, signalling to us, then march- 
ing through them steadily to keep the songs alive, 
these songs that would have been frivolous things 
if they had not sprung out of the sound of those 
feet. Christmas would have been dead without that 
sound. It would have been twenty centuries dead 
today. If it had not been itself the clean, triumphant 
fact of God, and the sheer, huge weicht of what 
he is willing to do, and how far he is willing to 
go. This whole business has to run deep now, or 
it is nothing but a silly grin on the face of a mad 
world. 

But if it really runs that deep, what then? Then 
it is what Joseph Fort Newton once called a history 
of the future! It is the record of what shall be. 
It is all there is on earth that keeps whispering of 
the you God showed you once, keeps saying that 
it is real, quite real. Only in those brave eyes can 
you find your soul again. He means, and nothing 
else does, that the highest hopes you have are not 
vain hopes: they are valid. It is he that goes on 
saying forever, no matter what happens, when you 
lift up your head and the dreams come back—it is 
he that whispers, “Of course, they are precisely as 
they should be; it is my witness in the heart of 
you. Cherish them long enough, never let them go, 
hold fast, and not one of them shall fail. They are 
the only valid things about you.” That is why they 
keep lingering, They are the finger of God. It is 
not the stable that matters any more, ever; it is 
the star over it! What we are is always less than 
true. There is One who has a way of making what 
we call the facts stand down, until only the vision 
is real! His own life did not daunt him—shut out 
as a child and nailed up as a man—yours is not 
likely to! 

And Christmas means that too about this life we 
are trying so pitifully to live together, creating such 
a terror of it. Good men used to be afraid of the 
world out there. They gazed from their cloistered 
windows at it and shuddered, it had grown so lust- 
ful and hard. On the cold stone floors of their 
monasteries they prayed, and gave it all over to the 
hell it seemed bent on, as Noah gave it over to the 
flood, asking only for rescue, like men drowning, 
their hands clutching at the sky. And some of the 
people who write history call that “The Age of 
Faith”! It is the one kind of faith I am glad we 
are done with. Christ’s orders to us are marching 
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orders! That far we have come. We may not have 
tackled the job very honestly yet, but at least we 
have seen it. 

And I think there is something in most of us now, 
since he has taken it on too, that is not willing to 
give it up and quit. There is nothing impossible 
about it, nothing of a wild dream; because we have 
not dreamed it. God did. He comes to us at Christ- 
mas time soberly to say once more, “It can be so!” 
And there is something austere in his bearing. He isn’t 
the child of the Magi’s search any longer. He is the 
Man of Nazareth, whose shoulders can bear a cross, 
and whose grip on men binds them as it binds the 
stars until they either defeat themselves or run down 
the flag in front of the stubborn love in his eyes. 
He is back again telling us to do the hard things 
now, not the easy things, smiling on us to try dan- 
gerous ways we have never tried before, hoping 
we will make some brave hazard out of our being 
here, turn life into something like the “desperate 
sortie” it ought to be, for what we know is right: 
saying that he will see to it with us. And that hatred 
between men which keeps them filling the world 
with blood and tears shall not have the last word; 
nor any of the ghastly wrong that keeps this music 
from being at home on the earth! 

I submit it to you: we do not have to go out any- 
where and let the facts stare us down. He is bigger 
than they are, and he has proved it more than once! 
He is the undefeated conscience of the world. He 
is the record of what shall be in God’s own time. 
He is the march of history. 


Prayers for the Nation and 
the Community of Nations* 


Blessed be thou, O Lord, God of our fathers, for 
ever and ever. 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power 
and the glory and the victory, and the majesty: For 
all that is in the heaven or in the earth is thine; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou are exalted 
as head above all. 

In thy hand is power and might; and in thy hand 
it is to give strength unto all. 

Now therefore, O God, we thank thee and praise 
thy glorious name. 

Let Us Pray 

We are bound to pray at this time for all men and 
societies of men wheresoever they may be. So let 
us come with boldness before the throne of grace; 
to make confession of our sins; to pray for others 
as well as for ourselves, and to ask on behalf of all 


*Words and phrases in these prayers come out of a long 
tradition. It is hard, therefore, to acknowledge exact sources. 
A conscious debt, however, is due to the following: “The 
Book of Common Prayer” (English) as deposited in 1928, 
“The Devotional Services of W. E. Orchard,” and “The 
Prayer for St. Mathew’s Day” by W. E. Auden. 
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men such things as their well-being doth require. 

Wherefore, let us bow our heads in silence, and 
remember God’s presence with us now... . 

... IT saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up. And one cried unto another, and said, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts: The fulness 
of the whole earth is His glory. . . . Then said I, 
Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips: For mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts. (Isaiah 6:3-6) 

O Lord, the great and dreadful God, which keep- 
eth covenant and mercy with them that love thee and 
keep thy commandments; we have sinned and dealt 
perversely. ... O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto 
thee, but unto us confusion of face as at this time, 
because we have sinned against thee. . . . To the 
Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveness, for 
we have rebelled against him, neither have we obeyed 
the voice of the Lord our God which he set before 
us. (Daniel 9:4, 5, 7, 9, 10) 

Let us ponder the meaning of God’s will for our 
nation. 

Let us confess that the furtherance of our might 
and power, our own comforts and security, has 
brought confusion and fear to other nations. 

Spare us, Good Lord. 

From refusing to share the burdens of other na- 

tions, and forgetting their needs and insecurities ; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From seeking our own ends, from pride and vain- 

glory, and from unwillingness to learn thy will; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

From weakness in the hour of decision, from over- 
confidence in our own solutions, and from acting 
without asking that thy will be done. 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

Grant, O Lord, that we may both perceive and 
know which things we ought to do, and also may 
have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Almighty God, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is one, guide us, we beseech thee, 
in ways of fellowship with all peoples. Help us to 
use that unity achieved in days of need and conflict, 
so that, strencthened and extended by thy good 
pleasure, it may become the bond of peace among 
the nations of the earth, through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Let Us Pray: 

For the establishment of a better world order, re- 
membering before God those who at this time take 
counsel for the nations. 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

For all who are called to be leaders of their people, 
that they may stand fast in firm purpose to build 
the foundation of order and freedom; 











We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
For all those who carry the burden of responsi- 
bility; for their understanding of the tasks before 
them, that they may be faithful and wise in the ex- 
ercise of policy and decision; 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
For the peoples of all nations, that they may see 
more clearly the issues that divide them, and give 
them, and us, grace to learn that the way of peace 
is won only through mutual understanding and sac- 
rifice. 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
Let Us Pray, especially at this time: 


For all those who occupy positions of political 
authority, through whose persons we suffer the im- 
personal discipline of the state; for all who must 
examine and cross-question ; for all who are subject 
to pressure of party or policy. Deliver them from 
their peculiar temptations, and deliver us, as private 
citizens, from impatience and indolence, and from 
pride in our own virtue. 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
Let Us Pray: 

For all those who suffer, in mind, body or 
estate... . ; 

Remember, O Lord, the oppressed, the homeless, 
the sick and hungry, that they may be comforted 
by thy grace, and relieved by the compassion of their 
fellow men. 

Finally, O Lord, let thy light shine out of dark- 
ness, so that all men may come to the knowledge of 
thy truths, which alone can bring peace on earth. 
Let Us Pray: 

Also, for thy Holy Church Universal. 

That it may please thee to deliver thy Church from 
scandal, sin and shame; from friendship with this 
world, from lust of power and from the worship of 
mammon ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That thy Church may preach the Gospel to every 
creature, set forth the truth that makes man free, 
and so lift up the Cross of Christ that all mankind 
may be drawn together into Him: 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

That thy Church may remember the sheep that 
are not of the fold, that it seek out the wandering 
and the lost, proclaim the forgiveness of sins to the 
penitent, keep a heart of compassion to all mankind, 
and defend the cause of the poor and oppressed ; 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


That thy Church may remember to hear what the 
Spirit saith, so that it may teach only as it learns, 
to follow Christ as it would lead mankind, to be 
itself the example of what it would commend to 
all societies and states of men: 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 


name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we for- 
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. Amen. 

O Lord God, who knoweth our down-sitting and 
up-rising, and understandeth our thought long be- 
fore us, look with gracious favor upon each one of 
us, and upon the cause we have at heart. Into thy 
hands we commend our prayer and praise, our think- 
ing and our working, our intentions and our efforts, 
our going out and our coming in, from this time 
forth, for evermore. Amen. 

And now may the blessing of the Lord rest and 
remain upon all his people in every land of every 
tongue. The Lord meet in mercy all that seek him. 
The Lord comfort all that suffer and mourn. The 
Lord hasten his coming and now give his people 


peace. Amen. Ursula M. Niebuhr. 


CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES 


Tokyo Pastor Elected New Kyodan Moderator 


Tokyo (RNS)—The Rev. Ken Muto, pastor of 
Tokyo’s Hongo Central church and a leading Christian 
scholar, was elected moderator of the United Church of 
Christ in Japan (Kyodan) at its eighth biennial as- 
sembly here. He succeeds the Rev. Michio Kozaki, 
who has been moderator since 1946 when he replaced 
the Rev. Mitsuru Tomita, wartime leader of the Church. 
Dr. Kozaki continues as a member of the Church’s 
executive committee. 

The new moderator is known to be a strong advocate 
of indigenous control of church affairs and self-support. 
However, he is a thorough believer in the ecumenical 
movement and served as Japanese delegate to the Third 
World Conference on Faith and Order held at Lund, 
Sweden in 1952. 

The assembly also adopted, by an overwhelming vote, 
a statement of faith which explains to the Japanese 
what is meant by the Church, baptism and other terms. 
A special committee had presented the statement at the 
last biennial Assembly with the recommendation that it 
be acted upon at the 1954 meeting. Adoption of the 
statement of faith is regarded here as making the 
Kyodan a true Church and not just a federation of 
churches as it has been up to this time. 

Observers view the election of a completely new set of 
leaders as a sign that the rank-and-file membership of 
Japan’s largest Protestant church are looking for new 
and younger leadership as they enter the four-year 
period of intensive evangelism leading up to the 1959 
Protestant centenary year. 


Presbyterian Mission to 
Merge with Indian Council 

Nasrapur, India (RNS)—Merger of the Western 
India Mission, maintained since 1872 by the Board 
of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A., with the Kolhapur Church Council of the 
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United Church of Northern India was agreed upon at 
a joint meeting here. 

Officials of the Mission also decided to recommend 
that the Presbyterian Board dissolve the mission as 
“a final step” in its integration with national Church 
bodies. 

(In New York, the Rev. J. L. Dodds, the Board’s 
secretary for India, Pakistan and China, said the action 
“probably represents the ultimate in cooperation between 
American and Indian churches in that the missionaries 
there no longer have any organization of their own.”) 

Other recommendations made by the W.I.M. included: 

(1). That its unordained foreign (non-Indian) per- 
sonnel become members of local churches and _ its 
ordained foreign personnel associate themselves with 
the United Church through its Kolhapur Council. 

(2). That all work done by foreign personnel be 
assigned them by the Kolhapur Council, which also 
would decide whether those going on furlough shall 
return to India. 

(3). That all future appointments to western India 
by the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. be made 
only at the request of the Kolhapur Council. 

(4). That the Council take over management of 
all institutions and continue the work now carried on 
by the W.I.M. or the Suwarta Mandal. The latter is 
an administrative body formed in 1949 to control educa- 
tional and medical work of the mission. 

(5). That the mission transfer to the Kolhapur 
Council all its contractual rights and responsibilities 
in connection with the use of the Board’s property in 
India with the exception of property at Kodaikanal in 
South India. 

(6). That the Board be asked to transfer title to all 
its property in western India, with the exception of its 
medical center at Miraj, to the United Church. 

Officials of the mission said the Presbyterian Board 
will be asked to continue as long as possible at the 
present level regular appropriation of funds being made 
for field work. 

The Kolhapur Council, for its part, has agreed to 
establish a permanent committee to review the effective- 
ness of the merger and report annually to the Presby- 
terian Board, receive recommendations from the Board 
and, at the end of five years, suggest possible modifica- 
tions of the plan to the Board. 


Plan New French Catholic 
Mission to Workers 


Paris (RNS)—A new kind of mission to the work- 
ing classes will be started experimentally in one sector 
of Paris, according to Maurice Cardinal Feltin, Arch- 
bishop of Paris. The mission will combine the efforts 
of worker-priests, laymen of the Workers Catholic 
Action and parish priests. Cardinal Feltin announced 
the experiment to his priests at their annual retreat at 
the Issy Seminary. The cardinal’s speech was reported 
in the current archdiocesan bulletin. 

According to the bulletin, the cardinal said he was 
putting Abbe Froissard in charge of the new mission. 
The abbe, he said, “has been given the task of estab- 
lishing and maintaining the unity of life and action be- 
tween these three elements: parish priests, militants of 
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the Workers Catholic Action and worker-priests.” 

France’s famed worker-priest movement was sharply 
curtailed by an edict of the hierarchy last January. The 
French prelates, acting aiter the Vatican had expressed 
disapproval of ‘leftist activities among some of the 
worker-priests, ordered the clergymen to limit secular 
work to three hours daily, resign from labor unions 
and live henceforth in groups or attached to religious 
communities. 


Stressing the important roles of both priest and lay- 
men in evangelizing the working classes, Cardinal 
Feltin said the Church had been obliged to intervene 
in the mission of the worker-priests because of “known 
deviations.” “It is therefore necessary,” he declared, 
“that those worker-priests who accepted the decision 
of the Church should take up again their work as priests 
among the workers through the intermediary of a gen- 
eral missionary effort combining the parish clergy and 
the lay members of the Workers Catholic Action.” 

Commenting on Cardinal Feltin’s new formula for 
workers missions, Archbishop Emile Guerry of Cam- 
brai said the Church was putting great confidence in 
Christian laymen in the task of evengelizatfon. Speak- 
ing to the annual assembly of chaplains of Catholic 
Action at Versailles, Archbishop Guerry said there 
would be priests in the factories, but they would be few 
in number. Laymen, however, are everywhere, said 
the prelate. “They are in the circles we wish to reach 
and it is essential that we should believe profoundly 
in the mission that the Church has confided to them,” 
he added. 


Bishop Berggrav Praises 
Americans for Church Activity 


Oslo (RNS)—Being active in church life “seems 
to be bred in the bones of present day Americans,” 
Bishop Eivind Berggrav, former Primate of the (State 
Lutheran) Church of Norway, said here on his return 
from a six-month tour of the United States. 

The bishop said he was “most impressed” by the 
fact that some American churches hold “as many as 
three services every Sunday.” 

Bishop Berggrav said he had gained the impressions 
that while U. S. churches do not permit themselves to 
become involved in politics, they do try to make 
themselves felt on “matters of principle.” 

He expressed the opinion that the churches should 
be given credit for “breaking the power of (Sen. Joseph 
R.) McCarthy.” 

The clergyman said he also was deeply impressed 
by the kitchens of American homes and hoped the 
“wonderful technical improvements” that seem to be 
standard equipment in them soon would be made 
available to Norwegian housewives. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Dear Sirs: 

I want to express my thoughts about the problem of 
religion and creativity. 

In the Evanston Resolution brief mention was made 
of one fact which, I think, needs further study and 
clarification. It is stated there that the dangers of 
which the rich man is warned in the New Testament 
apply to everyone in a rich culture. 

It is one of the great spiritual problems of our time 
that most people in the United States are exposed, 
during every hour of their waking time, to the stimula- 
tion of advertising and other means of communication. 
We are conditioned to believe by this subtle, but all 
the more effective propaganda, that man’s basic nature 
is to strive for a maximum of material success, that 
is, for both material possessions and social success, 
which are interdependent on each other, as everybody 
evaluates the other fellow by this standard. 

This is one of the great collective tragedies of our 
time: while men act, live by, and profess to believe 
in materialistic values, many are essentially unhappy. 
We are unhappy because the current values of our 
culture leave man’s deepest needs unfulfilled, and we 
are lonely because, as Paul Tillich expresses it, we 
are incapable of genuine community with our fellow- 
men, regardless of how much our leisure time may be 
taken up by social activities. 
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The meaninglessness of our time has been sensed and 
expressed in the arts; in “Death of a Salesman,” Willy 
Lowman’s debacle is an example. He fails because the 
only striving in his life was to be “well liked.” He 
failed to relate autonomously to himself as an ethical 
entity. 

The artists and writers of our time have so far 
only arrived at seeing the facts of our contemporary 
civilization. They analyze our situation with a profound 
yearning for truth and, therefore, of necessity, emerge 
as pessimists. 

But they cannot answer the question yet: where do we 
go from here? Why do we not find more great re- 
ligious art in our day, and why do most representatives 
of science take an agnostic stand towards religion? 
The answer involves an analysis of the current teach- 
ings in our churches. Many men, who are ultimately 
concerned about the meaning of human existence, and 
who are seriously searching for goals above and beyond 
the material ones, are turning away from churches 
because many of our churches fail to give them that 
specific kind of spiritual aid that they need. 

Paul Tillich says in “The Protestant Era,” “The 
Church as a living reality must permanently mediate 
its eternal foundation with the demands of the historical 
situation,” 

The situation of our time, with its trend to submerge 
the individual into the mass, and to make a complete 
automaton of him, demanding of him to follow its 
do’s and don’t’s without scrutinizing, calls on the 
Church of Christ to put special emphasis on that part 
of the gospel message where the development of the 
human personality to its fullest potentialities is postu- 
lated in two areas: one, as a highly creative unit, and 
two, in the ethical sphere, as a being who relates 
autonomously to himself, and is responsible to God only. 

All too often we see now a sad spectacle; that only 
those whose thirst for things of the spirit is small 
go to church, partly because they wish to adhere to 
the traditions by which their fathers lived. And those 
whose needs to find a meaning for human existence 
are penetrating, Faustian, turn away. 

We need to reformulate our Christian ideas and 
ideals in such a way that they meet this powerful 
challenge of our time. Then we shall see the beginning 
of a new theocratic era in the sense that all faculties 
of human existence, the sciences and the arts, govern- 
ment and law, economics and politics, will take their 
basic inspiration from the new concept of man, as it 
is now emerging from the Bible interpretations of the 
great existentialist philosophers and theologians. 


Very truly yours, 
ELIZABETH AUER. 





CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


Don’t forget to order your Christmas Gift 
Subscriptions before it is too late—they are $2.00 
for new subscribers and $2.50 for renewals. We 
have had many requests already for this thought- 
ful gift. Order now and give us time to send 
our lovely Christmas card announcing your gift. 
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